




































Dear Beginnings Families, 
 
We are always looking for interesting materials to use with the children, and rely heavily on donations and 
collections from our families.  Part of this interest in reusing materials lies in our desire to seek out ways to 
TRANSFORM ordinary, mundane, everyday objects into something intriguing and beautiful.  We are also driven 
by a desire to REUSE & EXPLORE materials that are already present in our surroundings.  The following objects are 
sorted into 2 categories: Natural Materials, and Found Materials.  Take a careful look at the list as you embark 
on your summer adventures, and start collecting materials for the upcoming fall.  We appreciate your 
thoughtfulness and effort in helping us gather these materials.  Please contact Robin if you have access to a 
specific material that is not on this list, or if you have any questions about our Materials Center.  Thanks!  

robin@beginningsnursery.net 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
A LIST OF NATURAL MATERIALS . . . 

- acorns 
- bark 
- birds’ nests, bird feathers 
- branches 
- crab and lobster shells (boiled first) 
- driftwood 
- flowers 
- gourds 
- leaves 
- moss 
- pebbles 
- rocks 
- sand 
- seeds and seed pods 
- shells and coral 
- sticks 
- tree trunks and cross-sections 
- wood : all sizes and shapes and types of wood 
- wool  



 
A LIST OF FOUND MATERIALS . . . 

- belt buckles 
- bicycle wheels 
- boxes : small cardboard and wooden boxes.  e.g. makeup and jewelry boxes, gift boxes, clementine 

and other wooden boxes. 
- buttons and beads 
- caps and corks : e.g. colored soda and water bottle caps, wine/champagne corks and seals, beer 

bottle caps, marker and pen caps (must be washed thoroughly) 
- cellophane 
- ceramic tiles, cups, and vases 
- copper, aluminum, and tin sheets 
- envelopes and notecards 
- film canisters and negatives 
- orphaned game pieces, such as Chess, Scrabble and Boggle 
- small glass jars with lids : e.g. baby food jars, spice and salsa jars (must be washed thoroughly, labels 

should be removed) 
- glassine 
- golf balls and golf tees 
- neckties and scarves 
- paper : special kinds such as: maps, graph paper, origami and handmade paper, music sheet paper 
- plastic tubing 
- ribbon : e.g. gift riibon, hair ribbon, trimming, shoelaces 
- dish liquid, ketchup and mustard squeeze bottles with caps (must be washed thoroughly) 
- stamps 
- stickers and labels 
- yarn and thread : all kinds 
- watches and clocks 

 
DO NOT BRING IN: 

- styrofoam 
- toilet paper rolls 
- used toys 
- objects that are dirty and rusty, and please do not bring in your trash and recyclables. 
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